
 

 

17 December 2025 

Intern Director Appointment 

The New Zealand Merino Company Limited (NZMC) is pleased to advise that Sarah Elliot of Waikora 

Station has been appointed as an Intern Director to the NZMC board. 

Sarah and her husband Hamish own Waikora Station, a 2,333-hectare hill-country farm running a 

superfine merino flock and a beef breeding herd. Sarah’s responsibilities include business strategy, 

administration, and environmental management.  

Sarah was recently elected Deputy Chairperson for the Central South Island (CSI) Farmer Council of 

Beef + Lamb New Zealand. In this role, she serves on the National Farmer Council Executive, which 

facilitates national collaboration, coordination, and insights from the regional Farmer Councils. 

Sarah’s appointment is for 18 months effective from 1 January 2026. 

The NZMC Intern Director Programme, established in October 2021, has been set up for emerging 

governance leaders within the NZMC grower community to accelerate their boardroom experience, 

provide valuable contributions through to NZMC, and prepare themselves to potentially stand as a 

grower-appointed director to the NZMC board in the future.  

The NZMC board was delighted with the response received for the Intern Director Programme this 

year and the calibre of the applicants.   

The board congratulates Sarah on her appointment. 

ENDS 

For further information contact: 

John Penno 

Chair 

M: 027 293 0597 

E:  john@okuora.co.nz  

mailto:john@okuora.co.nz

